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Wow, what a month we have had and it isn’t over just yet. As I sit and write this article

we are finalizing the preparations for the One Day Festival. Our Lodge will open and

close the Master Mason Degree. In all, Unity has the opportunity to raise around 60 new

Master Masons. If this happens, our membership will once again be over 500 Master

Masons. Hope to have bumped into you on the 28"

| had the privilege to attend and participate in the conferral of the Fellow Craft Degree by
Minnehaha #5 and Trinity #200. Our newest Fellow Craft, Joshua Mannhalter, was
passed to that degree on the evening of March 22™. The Entered Apprentices that were
participating in the conferral did a public prove up prior to the conferral. It was very
impressive to see as these young men answered questions about the Entered Apprentice
Degree and proved themselves to be worthy of passing to the next degree.

This upcoming meeting, April 16", we will be voting on the proposed change to our by-
laws. The exact language is listed elsewhere in this newsletter. For those that don’t
understand the basis of this change, dues are due on December 31 for the following
year. If not paid by that time you are considered delinquent. So, your dues for 2009
were due by December 31, 2008. On January 1, 2009 if you had not paid your dues, you
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The will must be stronaer than the skill.

were delinquent and technically, you were not able to inform any appended body that you
were a member in good standing of Unity Lodge. If you did not pay your 2009 dues by
December 31, 2009, you would be suspended by the Lodge and all the appended bodies
would have been informed and they would have notified you that as you were under
suspension from your Blue Lodge, they could not renew your membership until you had
settled the issue. This proposed change will move the suspension date from December
31% to April 30™. So, for this year, if you have not paid your 2009 dues by April 30", the
appended bodies will be informed and you will not be allowed to participate in any of
their activities. So, if you are a member of the Shrine, you will not be allowed to
participate in any unit activities and will be barred from attending meetings that are tiled.
This will include ceremonials, Midwest Shrine Association activities, Imperial Sessions
and so forth. The same applies to the Scottish and York Rites. The main issue is the
Lodge not having the funds to cover the assessments we pay to the Grand Lodge and the
Masonic Building Association.

It is not too late to make a commitment to your Lodge for the next year. | know that Tom
would appreciate any assistance that you would be willing to offer.

Stay tuned, next month | will be announcing the first recipient of the Unity Lodge
Masonic Leader Award. | will also have the criteria all printed up and available for
members to read and use to nominate a deserving Brother.

Don’t let April fool you into missing Lodge...

Fraternally,

Glendon Rice, WM
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This is the resolution that was properly introduced, moved and seconded during the February 26, 2009
meeting. In keeping with our By-Laws, this is proper notice of proposed amendment to our By-Laws. The
voting will take place on Aprill6, 2009 during our stated meeting, which starts at 7 PM.

To the Master, Wardens and Brothers of Unity Lodge,
I make the following motion:
Whereas,
The untimely payment of annual dues is a hardship to the Lodge: and

Whereas,

This causes the Lodge an unnecessary hindrance in the fulfillment of its financial responsibilities; and
Whereas,

This is an additional burden unto the Secretary and Treasurer of the Lodge to collect unpaid annual dues;
therefore, be

Resolved,

That Unity Lodge #130 modify its bylaws to adjust the suspension of membership to April 30" of the

current year for failure to pay annual dues.

To exist is to change, to change is to mature, to mature is to go on creating
oneself endlesslv.
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Editor’s note: Because our first meeting in April is scheduled the same night as Maundy
Thursday and our second meeting is scheduled the first night of the Shrine Circus, The
Grand Master has given us dispensation to change these two meetings and they are as
follows:

Thursday, April 16, 2009 at 7:00PM
Thursday, April 30, 2009 at 7:00PM

Brothers All,

What an exciting Day, Fifty Nine New Brothers, yes, we had fifty nine candidates that received
the Three Degrees in Masonry, done in an outstanding manner, and are now Master Masons.
The following are new members, and now Brothers in Unity Lodge.

Rodney R. Anderson, James A. Augustus, Ed Beal, Matthew Beal, William Blake, Shelby Boese,
Timothy Borger, Bradley Callahan, Brian Callahan, Robert L Christensen, Michael M. Collins,
Brian J Davis, Rodney A. Eisenbeiss, James J Fitzgerald, Michael Fitzgerald, Gary E. Gaudian,
John Granger Douglas, Terry Gulbrandson, James A Gulson, Tony A. Hagen, Troy P. Hauglin,
Corey M. Holm, Max R. Jones, Jeff Kasprowicz, Paul Kringen, Keven Kuper, Chad Lalemar,
Richard Larson, Jordan J. Lipp, Jushua L Mannhalter, Donald K. Mac Key, Joshua M. Mc
Farlane, Roger Nester, Gene Peska, Justin Pittman, Ryan Rathje, Michael Renken, Justin A.
Sangster, William T. Schepeler, Brandon L Schultz, Douglas L. Severson, David N. Skancke,
Wade C. Thomas, William H. Ward, and Kevin Wohlleber.

Congratulations and welcome to all the new Brothers.

MWB Ronale £ Sockwood, Freasuser/ Secrelary

SPECIAL REQUEST TO ALL YOU BRAND NEW MEMBERS OF UNITY LODGE
#130: Hear Ye! Hear Ye! Hear Ye!

We are preparing your Bible and Apron and intend to have them ready to
present to you at the next meeting. {April 16} I need to know if you will
attend this meeting that I might double check, making sure your apron and
Bible are ready for that night. If you cannot attend this one but can attend
the one on the 30" of April I need to know that also. Please send an e-mail

to Salisbury@midco.net in either case.............. you will be at the meeting of

April 16™ or you will be at the meeting of April 30™,........c..cc..c......... or you will
not be able to attend at either of these. BUT.......you can attend a meeting at
__date, or you simply will be unable to attend. Please reply right

away. Thanks, Ken.
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“KENNING WITH KEN"

I just read an article from Scottish Rite’s NORTHERN LIGHT, a newsletter
published by the Northern Jurisdiction of the Scottish Rite of North America. It
is entitled: “MASONRY’S TEACHINGS CAUSE POOR ATTENDANCE.” The
author is Bliss Kelly, an Oklahoma Mason and was written in 1968.

I'd like to comment on it in this Newsletter, so here goes:

It starts out by saying “There are just too many other things going on these days,
and that’s why lodge attendance is small”. An excuse you have no doubt heard
many times. And then the author says this: “Yet, if we remember the
admonitions of Masonic ritual we realize that Masonry urges all its members to
become good citizens, to be active in civic work and in improving the
community in which a Mason lives.” It goes on to say he must be a good
husband, a good father, a good supporter of his church, his community, and have
an interest in the education of his children and in their activities, etc. In addition
he must be a good worker and he must support his family. In so doing these
things isn’t he being a good Mason?

“Certainly, Masonry is not a religion, nor a political party, nor an educational
institution, nor a welfare agency, nor law enforcement agency. But we “serve” in
all these principles of good citizenship, and we expect that.

“Should we then require everyone to be poured into the same mold whereby
they become good ritualists or workers in lodges? Let us feel fortunate that all
our members are so active in their community”. I have a “quote” that I make
time and time again: “Let’s face it, there are just so many men that can stand a
stated meeting!” We need to recruit as many as we can for our own work, “but
instead of complaining, we should be talking about the marvelous results of
Masonry’s work over the years.”

Every time | start thinking too much about how I look, I just find a Happy Hour and by
the time | leave, | look just fine.
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